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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND  

In December 2013, The Clancy Group Plc commissioned Middlemarch Environmental Ltd to undertake a 

series of ecological surveys at the proposed sewerage system and Wastewater Treatment Works at 

Mountfield in East Sussex.  This report details the findings of the Dormouse Survey.  

 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd has also carried out the following surveys on this site: 

 

Great Crested Newt HSI: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-01; 

Water Vole Survey: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-02;  

Badger Survey: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-03; and, 

White-Clawed Crayfish Habitat Assessment: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-

115661-04. 

Ecological Protection Plan: Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report number RT-MME-115661-06. 

 

 

1.2 SITE DESCRIPTION 

The site is located in Mountfield, East Sussex and is centred at National Grid Reference TQ 744 201. The site 

is located within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Areas of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty are areas of high scenic quality that have statutory protection in order to conserve and enhance the 

natural beauty of their landscapes. The proposed works involve the installation of a pipline through various 

areas between TQ 736 199 and TQ 741 197. As well as construction of Water Waste Treatment Works and a 

compound with pumping station.  

 

The area through which the pipeline route is proposed comprises a mixture of amenity grassland, improved 

grassland, semi-improved grassland, broad-leaved woodland, mixed wood, arable land, dense scrub, 

buildings and running and standing water.  

 

1.3 SURVEY CONSTRAINTS 

No survey constraints were experienced.  

 

1.4 DORMOUSE STATUS AND ECOLOGY 

The dormouse is listed as a Species of Principal Importance. The UK Dormouse is considered to be in decline 

and extremely vulnerable, however recent studies show a small slow down in this decline in some areas. Over 

the last 100 years the dormouse has disappeared from about half its geographical range in Britain. Climate 

can have a big impact on the dormouse, firstly altering the time of emergence from hibernation, but also on the 

availability of its food. The low population density of dormice and their extremely slow rate of population 

increase makes the dormouse highly vulnerable to any change in its environment (Dormouse Conservation 

2013). 
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Dormouse are usually associated with mature/ancient woodlands with a high woody species and structural 

diversity and usually have a preference for edge habitats. However, hedgerows may be used as residential 

habitat or as a dispersal route by dormouse (Bright & MacPherson, 2002). They have also been recorded in 

dense scrub, reedbeds and coniferous plantations. Dormouse require a range of plant species in order to 

provide food resources throughout their non-hibernation period (usually from May to October).  

 

Dormouse are territorial and rarely move more than 80 m from their nests. The breeding nests are built in June 

in dense scrub. Honeysuckle, grasses and fresh leaves are used in nest construction. Hibernation nests are 

usually at or below the ground in places such as old coppice stools, where the humidity and temperature is 

more constant.  

 

1.5 LEGISLATION 

Dormouse and the places they use for shelter or protection receive European protection under The 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (Habitats Regulations 2010, as amended). They 

receive further legal protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, as amended. This 

protection means that dormice, and the places they use for shelter or protection, are capable of being a 

material consideration in the planning process. 

 

Regulation 41 of the Habitats Regulations 2010 (as amended), states that a person commits an offence if 

they: 

 deliberately capture, injure or kill a dormouse; 

 deliberately disturb dormice; or 

 damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place.  

Disturbance of animals includes in particular any disturbance which is likely to impair their ability to survive, to 

breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young, or in the case of animals of a hibernating or migratory 

species, to hibernate or migrate; or to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species to 

which they belong.  

It is an offence under the Habitats Regulations 2010 (as amended) for any person to have in his possession or 

control, to transport, to sell or exchange or to offer for sale, any live or dead dormouse, part of a dormouse or 

anything derived from a dormouse, which has been unlawfully taken from the wild.   

 

Whilst broadly similar to the above legislation, the WCA 1981 (as amended) differs in the following ways: 

 Section 9(1) of the WCA makes it an offence to intentionally (rather than deliberately) kill, injure or 

take any protected species. 

 Section 9(4)(a) of the WCA makes it an offence to intentionally or recklessly* damage or destroy, 

or obstruct access to, any structure or place which a protected species uses for shelter or 

protection. 
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 Section 9(4)(b) of the WCA makes it an offence to intentionally or recklessly* disturb any 

protected species while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for shelter or protection.  

 

*Reckless offences were added by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000.  

 

Dormice are listed as a Species of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation in England.   

The reader should refer to the original legislation for the definitive interpretation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mountfield First Time Sewerage Scheme, East Sussex:   RT-MME-115661-05 
Dormouse Survey 

 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd.  Page 7 

 

2. METHODOLOGY 

 

2.1 DESK STUDY 

A desk study was conducted by Atkins (2012) using data provided by the local record office to determine 

known records of dormouse within 1 km of the proposed works. The results of the desk study are discussed in 

Section 3.1. 

 

2.2 DORMOUSE SURVEY 

Habitat Assessment 

A habitat and connectivity survey will be conducted to determine the likelihood of dormouse being present 

within the site.  This involves a walk over assessment of the site and the immediate environs.   

 

Nut search 

Where appropriate species, notably hazel, occur on and adjacent to the site a nut search will be conducted. 

Dormouse gnaw nuts in a distinctive way that can be distinguished from other small rodents and birds.  

Sufficient survey effort for a nut search involves at least 20 minutes of searching in a 10 m x 10 m quadrat (a 

linear survey for hedgerows).  The number of quadrats or length of hedgerow searched is dependent upon the 

size of suitable habitat, but a minimum of five sections/quadrats is recommended. 

 

This element of the works is best undertaken between September and December.  Outside this period the 

results are likely to be less conclusive if no nuts gnawed by dormouse are found since there are usually less 

nuts remaining intact at this time. 
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3. RESULTS 

 

3.1 DESK STUDY 

As part of the Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey undertaken by Atkins a search of protected species including 

dormouse was undertaken. There were two records within the desk study search for dormouse within 2 km of 

the survey site but none within a 1 km radius. 

 

3.2 SURVEY CONDITIONS  

The nut search was carried out on 16
th
 December 2013 by David Smith (Ecology and Landscapes Director). The 

weather conditions for the survey days are detailed in Table 3.1.  

 

Weather Conditions Daytime 

Cloud Cover % 12 

Temperature °C 90 

Rain F1 

Wind (Beaufort) None  

Table 3.1: Weather conditions during the survey visit 

 

 

3.3 SURVEY RESULTS  

The site itself provides only limited resources to support dormouse in the form of hedgerows.  However these 

hedgerows provide connectivity between suitable wider habitats in the area therefore it is likely that dormouse 

would be using these hedges. 

 

Church Road and Solomans Lane Hedgerow which is to be impacted is an intact hedgerow with woody 

species including holly Ilex aquifolium blackthorn Prunius spinosa and hornbeam Carpinus betulus.  Bramble 

Rubus fruticosus agg. and ivy Hedera helix were recorded entangles within the hedgerow in places.  The 

hedgerow appeared to be managed along the road side. 

 

The banks of the River Line comprise dense scrub with scattered trees.  Species present include willow Salix 

sp., hazel Corylus avellana, holly and bramble.  The habitat created suitable arboreal connectivity for 

dormouse. 

 

A nut search was carried out along the stretches of hedgerows and scrub being affected by the proposed 

pipeline. The search was carried for 20 m each side of the working corridor. Nearly all the nuts found were 

eaten by grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis and were distinctively split in half. No nuts were found which had 

been gnawed by dormouse indicating that dormouse are not currently utilising these hedges.  
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4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS   

 
4.1 CONCLUSIONS  

The desk study searches identified that the closest dormouse records to the site were 2 km away.   

 

The site provides low habitat suitability to support a viable dormouse population.   The hedgerows on site 

provide limited hazel, although other species which dormouse could utilise are present and some trees do 

provide suitable holes that dormouse could use for nesting or hibernating.   The site has some connectivity to 

the wider countryside.  

 

The current surveys did not find any evidence of dormouse utilising the site.   

 

However, dormouse are known to occupy sub-optimal habitats and the site does have some connectivity to 

the wider landscape and therefore there is a potential, albeit low, of the species moving into the site at a later 

date.  Therefore precautionary recommendations are made in Section 4.2. 

 

 

4.2 RECOMMENDATIONS  

 

R1 It is recommended that if any of hedgerows are to be removed; this is completed in October to avoid 

potential harm if dormouse have subsequently moved into the area. This period is also outside of the 

generally accepted nesting bird season. If the hedgerows cannot be removed during this time period it 

is recommended that a suitably qualified ecologist checks the habitat prior to removal for evidence of 

dormouse or nesting birds.  

 

R2 If a dormouse is found during the works, all works should immediately cease and a licensed / 

experienced dormouse consultant / the local planning authority ecologist / Natural England should be 

contacted to determine a way forward.  
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